ARTIST VITAE
BOB PEJMAN’S MEDITERRANEAN VISTAS INVITE THE VIEWER IN
by Sarah Seamark
No one is present in the classic
Mediterranean scenes of Bob
Pejman’s paintings—only the
viewer. The table set for two at a
restaurant on the Amalfi Coast
represents an invitation to the
onlooker to place themselves and
their desired companion within
the setting.

Music flowed through the home, it
was all around him. But Bob’s real
interest lay in painting and
drawing. This continued through
high school, which Pejman
attended in New Jersey after the
family immigrated to the United
States in 1976, two years before the
revolution in Iran. “My favorite
class was art,” he recalls. He also
taught himself to play the piano
at 15, and wrote music for the
jazz and marching bands at
Summit High School in Summit,
NJ. His father, however,
opposed a career in
either art or music for
his son, saying it would
be hard to make a
living. In a corporate
job, he rationalized,
there would be a steady
paycheck.

lived nearby and could teach
Pejman to paint in a classical style.
This was all done in his spare time
from his full-time corporate job.
Then, in 1993, Pejman Gallery
gave him a one-man show. He sold
seven acrylic on canvas paintings
priced between $10,000 and
$15,000. “This was much better
than I thought I would do. So I
decided to take up painting
seriously.”

and overseeing the publishing
operation. “I am involved from
concept to completion—from
color correcting in Photoshop, to
stretching, to embellishing,” says
Pejman. “Every step of the way is
done under my supervision so that
I know exactly what goes out to the
galleries.”

It is the affect of beauty and
solitude together that creates this
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father, and signed up at
terracotta green of the
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York Art Student’s League in
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paint for myself. I make paintings
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I consider myself to be a
needed someone to help
traditionalist—so I get drawn to
Pejman’s work can be
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private
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throughout the world,
and had not touched a
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